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Jordan and Jasmine’s dad loves history and is always telling them 
stories about the past. One day when their family is out on a picnic, 
they start asking if there were any Christians who looked like them 
that God had used to help the church grow. They are excited when 
their dad shares inspiring true stories of early Christian leaders—
both men and women—from Africa who helped to grow the early 
church in remarkable and significant ways.

Jerome Gay Jr. is the founding and 

teaching pastor of Vision Church in Raleigh, NC. 

He has a vision to see gospel-centered churches 

planted, disciples multiplied, missionaries 

unleashed, and theologically sound and culturally 

engaging leaders raised up and sent out to impact 

the world with The Gospel. He is the author of 

The Whitewashing of Christianity: A Hidden Past, 

A Hurtful Present, and A Hopeful Future, Renewal: 

Grace and Redemption in the Story of Ruth, 

Church Hurt: Holding the Church Accountable 

and Helping Hurt People Heal, and the minibook, 

Talking to Your Children about Race. Jerome and 

his wife, Crystal, have two children. 

John Joven is an illustrator and painter who 
works from home, where he can share his passion for 
drawing and painting with his children while working 
on projects. As a six-year-old, John took his first 
painting, sculpture, and character design class. As 
an adult, he has had many opportunities to bring his 
artistic vision to diverse media, including magazines, 
newspaper articles, children’s books, and animation 
projects around the globe. He enjoys spending free 
time with his family, playing soccer with friends, 
watching movies, reading, writing, and traveling. He 
lives in Colombia with his wife, Ana, and two children.



To my wife, Crystal, my daughter, Jamari Christina 

Gay, and my son, Jerome Jordan Gay III. I love you. 

Our talks about Yeshua, Scripture, Africa’s influence 

on the Christian faith, and redemptive history 

inspired me to capture our family’s connection, 

discussions, and fun, and creatively share them  

with the world. I’m grateful that God has blessed  

me with an amazing family!
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Jordan and Jasmine walked through the park with their parents.

      “Such a beautiful Sunday!” Dad exclaimed.  
      “I’m so glad we can get outside for a picnic together!”

“I’m still thinking about  
Sunday school,” said Jordan.  
“People in Bible times  
sounded incredible! 

“Why don’t we hear more  
stories like theirs today?”

      		  “Of real people?” Jordan exclaimed.  
      		  “What did they do? Where were they from?”

	 Dad replied, “There are many heroes of the faith— 
	 and remarkable theologians—many from Africa.”

“I can think  
of similar stories 
from history,”  
said Dad.	



			    	     “What’s a theologian?” asked Jasmine.

		  “A theologian is a person who studies about God,” said Mom. 		
		  “They study to know him better and to share him with others.”

			   “Can we hear their stories?” asked Jordan. 

“Sure. Let’s start with some people who lived a long, long time ago,  
when  the good news of Jesus was just starting to spread around the world,”  
said Dad. “They lived back when the Christian faith was almost brand new.”



Tertullian

L E A D E R S H I P

boy named Tertullian grew up in the city of 
Carthage—a prosperous, busy, port city in Tunisia. 

His father was an officer in an African-based army. 
Because his father had great power in Rome, 
Tertullian was able to attend the very best 

schools (in Carthage)—all the way through college! That’s 
when he became a lawyer.

It wasn’t until Tertullian was in his twenties, that he became 
a follower of Jesus and began writing stories about God. 
He was the first author to write Christian books in the Latin 
language. And he also wrote several books in Greek. 

A
“Remember your leaders. They spoke God’s word to you.  

Think about the results of their way of life. Copy their faith.” 

H E B R E W S  1 3 : 7



Have you ever heard the word, Trinity? Tertullian penned it! Trinity 
means: God is one God, but he has three persons—the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Although you might see this idea in the 
Bible, Tertullian was the first person to give it a name!

When you read your Bible, you also might notice how it’s divided 
into two big parts. Tertullian created these parts called the Old 
and New Testaments. The Old Testament has thirty-nine books, 
and the New Testament has twenty-seven! That’s a lot of books!

Tertullian loved to stand up for God’s Word. If he ever heard 
anyone making fun of God, or spreading lies about him, he quickly 
ran to God’s defense. He didn’t want anyone believing things about 
God that weren’t true.

Tertullian spent over twenty years writing about God 
and sharing him with others. He even defended the Bible 
before the Roman Empire! He was brave, wise,  
and displayed great leadership.




