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The Word became flesh

1 In the be gin ning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the  

be gin ning. 3 Through him all  things were made; with out him 
noth ing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and 
that life was the  light of all man kind. 5 The  light  shines in the 
dark ness, and the dark ness has not over come a it.

6 There was a man sent from God  whose name was John. 
7 He came as a wit ness to tes ti fy con cern ing that  light, so that 
 through him all  might be lieve. 8 He him self was not the  light; 
he came only as a wit ness to the  light.

9 The true  light that  gives  light to ev ery one was com ing into 
the world. 10 He was in the  world, and  though the  world was 
made  through him, the  world did not rec og nise him. 11 He 
came to that  which was his own, but his own did not re ceive 
him. 12 Yet to all who did re ceive him, to  those who be lieved 
in his name, he gave the  right to be come chil dren of God – 
13 chil dren born not of nat u ral de scent, nor of hu man de ci-
sion or a hus band’s will, but born of God.

14 The Word be came  flesh and made his dwell ing  among us. 
We have seen his glo ry, the glo ry of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Fa ther, full of  grace and truth.

15 (John tes ti fied con cern ing him. He  cried out, say ing, ‘This 
is the one I spoke about when I said, “He who  comes af er me 
has sur passed me be cause he was be fore me.” ’) 16 Out of his 

J o h n

a 5 Or understood
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J o h n  1 : 1 7 4

full ness we have all re ceived  grace in  place of  grace al ready  
giv en. 17 For the law was giv en  through Mo ses;  grace and  truth 
came  through  Jesus  Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but 
the one and only Son, who is him self God and b is in the clos est 
re la tion ship with the Fa ther, has made him known.

John the Baptist denies being the Messiah

19 Now this was  John’s tes ti mo ny when the Jew ish lead ers c 
in Je ru sa lem sent  priests and Le vites to ask him who he was. 
20 He did not fail to con fess, but con fessed free ly, ‘I am not the 
Mes si ah.’

21 They  asked him, ‘Then who are you? Are you Eli jah?’
He said, ‘I am not.’
‘Are you the Proph et?’
He an swered, ‘No.’
22 Fi nal ly they said, ‘Who are you? Give us an an swer to take 

back to  those who sent us. What do you say  about your self ?’
23 John re plied in the  words of Isa iah the proph et, ‘I am the 

 voice of one call ing in the wil der ness, “Make  straight the way 
for the Lord.” ’ d

24 Now the Phar i sees who had been sent 25 ques tioned 
him, ‘Why then do you bap tise if you are not the Mes si ah, nor  
Eli jah, nor the Proph et?’

26 ‘I bap tise with e wa ter,’ John re plied, ‘but  among you 
 stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one who  comes af er 
me, the  straps of  whose san dals I am not wor thy to un tie.’

28 This all hap pened at Beth a ny on the oth er side of the  
Jor dan,  where John was bap tis ing.

b 18 Some manuscripts but the only Son, who
c 19 The Greek term traditionally translated the Jews (hoi Ioudaioi) refers here 
and elsewhere in John’s Gospel to those Jewish leaders who opposed Jesus; 
also in 5:10, 15, 16; 7:1, 11, 13; 9:22; 18:14, 28, 36; 19:7, 12, 31, 38; 20:19.
d 23 Isaiah 40:3
e 26 Or in; also in verses 31 and 33 (twice)
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J o h n  1 : 4 1 5

John testifies about Jesus

29 The next day John saw  Jesus com ing to wards him and 
said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who  takes away the sin of the 
 world! 30 This is the one I  meant when I said, “A man who 
 comes af er me has sur passed me be cause he was be fore me.” 
31 I my self did not know him, but the rea son I came bap tis ing 
with wa ter was that he  might be re vealed to Is ra el.’

32 Then John gave this tes ti mo ny: ‘I saw the Spir it come 
down from heav en as a dove and re main on him. 33 And I 
my self did not know him, but the one who sent me to bap-
tise with wa ter told me, “The man on whom you see the  
Spir it come down and re main is the one who will bap tise with 
the Holy Spir it.” 34 I have seen and I tes ti fy that this is  God’s  
Cho sen One.’ f

John’s disciples follow Jesus

35 The next day John was  there  again with two of his dis ci-
ples. 36 When he saw  Jesus pass ing by, he said, ‘Look, the Lamb 
of God!’

37 When the two dis ci ples  heard him say this, they fol lowed 
 Jesus. 38 Turn ing  round,  Jesus saw them fol low ing and  asked, 
‘What do you want?’

They said, ‘Rab bi’ (which  means ‘ Teach er’), ‘where are you 
stay ing?’

39 ‘Come,’ he re plied, ‘and you will see.’
So they went and saw  where he was stay ing, and they  spent 

that day with him. It was  about four in the af er noon.
40 An drew, Si mon Pe ter’s broth er, was one of the two who 

 heard what John had said and who had fol lowed  Jesus. 41 The 
 first  thing An drew did was to find his broth er Si mon and tell 

f 34 See Isaiah 42:1; many manuscripts is the Son of God.
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J o h n  1 : 4 2 6

him, ‘We have  found the Mes si ah’ (that is, the  Christ). 42 And 
he  brought him to  Jesus.

Jesus  looked at him and said, ‘You are Si mon son of John. 
You will be  called Ce phas’ (which, when trans lat ed, is Pe ter g ).

Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael

43 The next day  Jesus de cid ed to  leave for Gal i lee. Find ing 
Phil ip, he said to him, ‘Fol low me.’

44 Phil ip, like An drew and Pe ter, was from the town of Beth-
sa i da. 45 Phil ip  found Na than a el and told him, ‘We have  found 
the one Mo ses  wrote  about in the Law, and  about whom the 
proph ets also  wrote –  Jesus of Naz a reth, the son of Jo seph.’

46 ‘Naz a reth! Can any thing good come from  there?’  
Na than a el asked.

‘Come and see,’ said Phil ip.
47 When  Jesus saw Na than a el ap proach ing, he said of him, 

‘Here tru ly is an Is ra el ite in whom  there is no de ceit.’
48 ‘How do you know me?’ Na than a el asked.
Jesus an swered, ‘I saw you  while you were  still un der the fig-

tree be fore Phil ip  called you.’
49 Then Na than a el de clared, ‘Rab bi, you are the Son of God; 

you are the king of Is ra el.’
50 Jesus said, ‘You be lieve h be cause I told you I saw you un der 

the fig-tree. You will see great er  things than that.’ 51 He then 
add ed, ‘Very tru ly I tell you, i you i will see “heav en open, and 
the an gels of God as cend ing and de scend ing on” j the Son of 
Man.’

g 42 Cephas (Aramaic) and Peter (Greek) both mean rock.
h 50 Or Do you believe . . . ?
i 51 The Greek is plural.
j 51 Gen. 28:12

© H
od

de
r &

Stou
gh

ton
 



J o h n  2 : 1 4 7

Jesus changes water into wine

2 On the  third day a wed ding took  place at Cana in Gal i lee. 
 Jesus’ moth er was  there, 2 and  Jesus and his dis ci ples had 

also been in vit ed to the wed ding. 3 When the wine was gone, 
 Jesus’ moth er said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’

4 ‘Wom an, a why do you in volve me?’  Jesus re plied. ‘My hour 
has not yet come.’

5 His moth er said to the ser vants, ‘Do what ev er he  tells you.’
6 Near by  stood six  stone wa ter jars, the kind used by the 

Jews for cer e mo ni al wash ing, each hold ing from eighty to a  
hundred and twenty litres.

7 Jesus said to the ser vants, ‘Fill the jars with wa ter’; so they 
 filled them to the brim.

8 Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to the 
mas ter of the ban quet.’

They did so, 9 and the mas ter of the ban quet tast ed the  
wa ter that had been  turned into wine. He did not re al ise  where 
it had come from,  though the ser vants who had  drawn the  
wa ter knew. Then he  called the bride groom  aside 10 and 
said, ‘Ev ery one  brings out the  choice wine  first and then the  
cheap er wine af er the  guests have had too much to  drink; but 
you have  saved the best till now.’

11 What  Jesus did here in Cana of Gal i lee was the  first of the 
 signs  through  which he re vealed his glo ry; and his dis ci ples 
be lieved in him.

12 Af er this he went down to Ca per na um with his moth er 
and broth ers and his dis ci ples.  There they  stayed for a few days.

Jesus clears the temple courts

13 When it was al most time for the Jew ish Pass over,  Jesus 
went up to Je ru sa lem. 14 In the tem ple  courts he  found peo ple 

a 4 The Greek for Woman does not denote any disrespect.
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J o h n  2 : 1 5 8

sell ing cat le,  sheep and  doves, and  oth ers sit ing at ta bles  
ex chang ing mon ey. 15 So he made a whip out of  cords, and 
 drove all from the tem ple  courts, both  sheep and cat le; he 
scat ered the  coins of the money-changers and over turned 
 their  ta bles. 16 To  those who sold  doves he said, ‘Get  these out 
of here! Stop turn ing my Fa ther’s  house into a mar ket!’ 17 His 
dis ci ples re mem bered that it is writ en: ‘Zeal for your  house 
will con sume me.’ b

18 The Jews then re spond ed to him, ‘What sign can you show 
us to  prove your au thor i ty to do all this?’

19 Jesus an swered them, ‘De stroy this tem ple, and I will  raise 
it  again in  three days.’

20 They re plied, ‘It has tak en for ty-six  years to  build this tem-
ple, and you are go ing to  raise it in  three days?’ 21 But the tem ple 
he had spo ken of was his body. 22 Af er he was  raised from 
the dead, his dis ci ples re called what he had said. Then they  
be lieved the Scrip ture and the  words that  Jesus had spo ken.

23 Now  while he was in Je ru sa lem at the Pass over Festival, 
many peo ple saw the  signs he was per form ing and be lieved in 
his name. c 24 But  Jesus  would not en trust him self to them, for 
he knew all peo ple. 25 He did not need any tes ti mo ny  about 
man kind, for he knew what was in each per son.

Jesus teaches Nicodemus

3 Now  there was a Phar i see, a man  named Nic o de mus who 
was a mem ber of the Jew ish rul ing coun cil. 2 He came to 

 Jesus at  night and said, ‘Rab bi, we know that you are a teach er 
who has come from God. For no one  could per form the  signs 
you are do ing if God were not with him.’

3 Jesus re plied, ‘Very tru ly I tell you, no one can see the king-
dom of God un less they are born again. a ’

b 17 Psalm 69:9
c 23 Or in him
a 3 The Greek for again also means from above; also in verse 7.
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J o h n  3 : 1 9 9

4 ‘How can some one be born when they are old?’  
Nic o de mus  asked. ‘Sure ly they can not en ter a sec ond time 
into  their moth er’s womb to be born!’

5 Jesus an swered, ‘Very tru ly I tell you, no one can en ter the 
king dom of God un less they are born of wa ter and the Spir it. 
6 Flesh  gives  birth to  flesh, but the  Spir it b  gives  birth to spir-
it. 7 You  should not be sur prised at my say ing, “You c must be 
born  again.” 8 The wind  blows wher ev er it pleas es. You hear its 
 sound, but you can not tell  where it  comes from or  where it is 
go ing. So it is with ev ery one born of the Spir it.’ d

9 ‘How can this be?’ Nic o de mus asked.
10 ‘You are Is ra el’s teach er,’ said  Jesus, ‘and do you not  

un der stand  these  things? 11 Very tru ly I tell you, we  speak of 
what we know, and we tes ti fy to what we have seen, but  still 
you peo ple do not ac cept our tes ti mo ny. 12 I have spo ken to 
you of earth ly  things and you do not be lieve; how then will you 
be lieve if I  speak of heav enly  things? 13 No one has ever gone 
into heav en ex cept the one who came from heav en – the Son 
of Man. e 14 Just as Mo ses lif ed up the  snake in the wil der ness, 
so the Son of Man must be lif ed up, f 15 that ev ery one who  
be lieves may have eter nal life in him.’ g

16 For God so  loved the  world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that who ev er be lieves in him  shall not per ish but have 
eter nal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the  world to 
con demn the  world, but to save the  world  through him. 
18 Who ev er be lieves in him is not con demned, but who  ever 
does not be lieve  stands con demned al ready be cause they  
have not be lieved in the name of  God’s one and only Son. 
19 This is the ver dict: l ight has come into the  world, but peo ple 
 loved dark ness in stead of  light be cause  their  deeds were evil. 

b 6 Or but spirit
c 7 The Greek is plural.
d 8 The Greek for Spirit is the same as that for wind.
e 13 Some manuscripts Man, who is in heaven
f 14 The Greek for lifted up also means exalted.
g 15 Some interpreters end the quotation with verse 21.
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J o h n  3 : 2 0 10

20 Every one who does evil hates the  light, and will not come 
into the  light for fear that  their  deeds will be ex posed. 21 But 
who ever lives by the  truth comes into the  light, so that it may 
be seen plain ly that what they have done has been done in the 
 sight of God.

John testifies again about Jesus

22 Af er this,  Jesus and his dis ci ples went out into the  
Ju de an coun try side,  where he  spent some time with them, 
and bap tised. 23 Now John also was bap tis ing at Ae non near 
Sa lim, be cause  there was plen ty of wa ter, and peo ple were 
com ing and be ing bap tised. 24 (This was be fore John was put in  
pris on.) 25 An ar gu ment de vel oped be tween some of  John’s 
dis ci ples and a cer tain Jew over the mat er of cer e mo ni al 
wash ing. 26 They came to John and said to him, ‘Rab bi, that 
man who was with you on the oth er side of the Jor dan – the 
one you tes ti fied  about – look, he is bap tis ing, and ev ery one 
is go ing to him.’

27 To this John re plied, ‘A per son can re ceive only what is 
giv en them from  heav en. 28 You your selves can tes ti fy that I 
said, “I am not the Mes si ah but am sent  ahead of him.” 29 The 
 bride be longs to the bride groom. The  friend who at ends the 
bride groom  waits and lis tens for him, and is full of joy when 
he  hears the bride groom’s  voice. That joy is mine, and it is now 
com plete. 30 He must be come  great er; I must be come less.’ h

31 The one who  comes from  above is  above all; the one who 
is from the  earth be longs to the  earth, and  speaks as one from 
the  earth. The one who  comes from heav en is  above all. 32 He 
tes ti fies to what he has seen and  heard, but no one ac cepts 
his tes ti mo ny. 33 Who ever has ac cept ed it has cer ti fied that 
God is truth ful. 34 For the one whom God has sent  speaks the 
 words of God, for God i  gives the Spir it with out lim it. 35 The 

h 30 Some interpreters end the quotation with verse 36.
i 34 Greek he

© H
od

de
r &

Stou
gh

ton
 


	9781444702880 1
	9781444702880 2
	9781444702880 3
	9781444702880 4
	9781444702880 5
	9781444702880 6
	9781444702880 7
	9781444702880 8
	9781444702880 9
	9781444702880 10



