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introduCtion
teaching the Bible to children and young people is an 

amazing privilege. However, as you look over the rota for 

the coming term, and see your name highlighted in bold, it 

may be fear that fills your heart rather than a sense of joy. 

This little book is designed to be a toolkit that will help children’s and youth 

leaders in two main ways. First, we hope that it will assist you with your Bible 

planning and preparation for the session for which you are responsible. 

Secondly, we want to help you think through some of the wider issues that need 

to be considered when helping out with a children’s or youth meeting.

For some readers, the tools may be new. We 

have sought to move through them carefully 

and systematically, with opportunities to try 

them out. For others, the tools might be more 

familiar, but we trust being reminded of them, 

and how they are to be used, will aid you in your 

service to the young people. 

Robin Barfield & Paul crowther

Teaching 
The BiBle 
To children 
and young 
people is an 
amazing 
privilege. 
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foreword
Jesus told His disciples to let children come to Him. It 

means children and young people are an important part of  

our churches. to grow in christ they need to hear the Bible 

well taught. 

In the network of churches which comprise the North West Partnership, we have 

been trying to encourage each other to take seriously the privilege we have to 

teach the Bible to our children and young people. We hoped that a book might 

be published that would help us, and others, to do that better. And so Robin and 

Paul were encouraged to write!

The ‘toolkit’ they have put together is a great blend of sound theological 

principles and really useful practical help. They both have many years of 

experience of both teaching the Bible to children and young people, and also 

of training others.

This workbook is ideal to be read by those new to this work, but will also be 

helpful to people who may have been doing it some considerable time. Further 

it can be read by an individual leader, or used by a leader to train others.

I will be encouraging churches in our region to make good use of this resource. 

I hope many others will use it too!

Justin mote

Leyland, Lancashire

Director of the North West Ministry Training Course
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SeSSIOn 1:

How to Make 
sunday Morning 
More exCiting – 
for you!

why did you volunteer to help lead children and 
young people?

However we came to be here, we are going to spend this session looking at 

what we are to do now that we have this role. Are we merely babysitters, a 

glorified crèche, children’s party entertainers, evangelists, lecturers or trainee 

preachers?

Read Psalm 78:1–8

•	 What	is	the	command?	(v.	4)

3

•	 What	is	the	pattern?	(v.	6)

•	 What	is	the	aim?	(v.	7)

•	 What	are	we	trying	to	avoid?	(v.	8)

How much of this is the parents’ role, and how 
much is it ours?

Think about how you came to hear about Jesus. What a wonderful privilege we 

have to carry that on. 

Our job now is to be ‘news-bearers’. It would be terrible if, when adults, our 

children and young people turned to us and said, ‘I never knew that. I never 

heard about the great things God has done.’

But is that all we expect to happen? Does it all rest on us and our teaching 

ability? Thankfully not. God has always worked by speaking.

From the start, God announces Himself to His creation. He simply speaks and 

the universe comes into being. We are told that ‘The heavens declare the glory 

of	God’	(Ps.	19:1),	that	Adam	and	Eve	were	created	to	know	and	serve	the	Lord	

(Gen.	2)	but	disobeyed	Him	(Gen.	3),	and	that	God	has	a	plan	to	deal	with	sin	

and	restore	His	creation	 to	a	 right	 relationship	with	Himself	 (Gen.	12).	When	

Session 1:

How to make Sunday 
morning more 
exciting - for you!

2

10P_Sunday DIY Typeset_H22-10P-205.indd   210P_Sunday DIY Typeset_H22-10P-205.indd   2 13/05/2022   11:3913/05/2022   11:39



2

SeSSIOn 1:

How to Make 
sunday Morning 
More exCiting – 
for you!

why did you volunteer to help lead children and 
young people?

However we came to be here, we are going to spend this session looking at 

what we are to do now that we have this role. Are we merely babysitters, a 

glorified crèche, children’s party entertainers, evangelists, lecturers or trainee 

preachers?

Read Psalm 78:1–8

•	 What	is	the	command?	(v.	4)

3

•	 What	is	the	pattern?	(v.	6)

•	 What	is	the	aim?	(v.	7)

•	 What	are	we	trying	to	avoid?	(v.	8)

How much of this is the parents’ role, and how 
much is it ours?

Think about how you came to hear about Jesus. What a wonderful privilege we 

have to carry that on. 

Our job now is to be ‘news-bearers’. It would be terrible if, when adults, our 

children and young people turned to us and said, ‘I never knew that. I never 

heard about the great things God has done.’

But is that all we expect to happen? Does it all rest on us and our teaching 

ability? Thankfully not. God has always worked by speaking.

From the start, God announces Himself to His creation. He simply speaks and 

the universe comes into being. We are told that ‘The heavens declare the glory 

of	God’	(Ps.	19:1),	that	Adam	and	Eve	were	created	to	know	and	serve	the	Lord	

(Gen.	2)	but	disobeyed	Him	(Gen.	3),	and	that	God	has	a	plan	to	deal	with	sin	

and	restore	His	creation	 to	a	 right	 relationship	with	Himself	 (Gen.	12).	When	

3

10P_Sunday DIY Typeset_H22-10P-205.indd   310P_Sunday DIY Typeset_H22-10P-205.indd   3 13/05/2022   11:3913/05/2022   11:39


