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T
he book of M

ark is one of four accounts of the life and 
teachings of Jesus in the N

ew
 Testam

ent. It is the shortest 
of all the eye-w

itness accounts of Jesus. 

T
his book is w

ritten for a R
om

an audience—
that is, for 

people w
hose first language w

as Latin, w
ho lived at a 

distance from
 the land of Israel, and w

ho w
ere not fam

iliar 
w

ith Jew
ish custom

s. T
he book is w

ritten in G
reek, the 

com
m

on language of the tim
e, but it uses m

any Latin term
s. 

T
he author explains Jew

ish custom
s, and he translates 

quotations from
 Jesus that are in A

ram
aic. H

e also notes 
that Sim

on of C
yrene, w

ho carried Jesus’ cross, w
as the 

father of A
lexander and R

ufus, expecting that his audience 
w

ill know
 w

ho these m
en are. A

 m
an nam

ed R
ufus w

as a 
leader in the church at R

om
e.

B
ut w

hy w
as it w

ritten? 

F
rom

 the very first sentence, and w
orking all the w

ay 
through the G

ospel, is the them
e of the identity of 

Jesus: H
e is Jesus C

hrist, the Son of G
od. M

ark says that 
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IV
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 text m

ay b
e q

uo
ted

 in any fo
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 (w
ritten, visual, electro

nic o
r aud

io
), up

 to
 and
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f five hund
red

 (500) verses, w
itho

ut exp
ress w

ritten p
erm

issio
n o

f the p
ub

lisher, 
p

ro
vid

ing
 the verses q

uo
ted

 d
o

 no
t am

o
unt to

 a co
m

p
lete b

o
o

k o
f the B

ib
le, no

r d
o

 the 
verses q

uo
ted

 acco
unt fo

r tw
enty-five (25) p

ercent o
r m

o
re o

f the to
tal text o

f the w
o

rk 
in w

hich they are q
uo

ted
. Perm

issio
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o
ve g
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ust b
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d
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n-saleab
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ed
ia, such as church b

ulletins, 
o

rd
ers o

f service, p
o

sters, transp
arencies o

r sim
ilar m

ed
ia, a co

m
p

lete co
p

yrig
ht no

tice is 
no

t req
uired

 b
ut the initials (N

IV®
) m

ust ap
p

ear at the end
 o

f each q
uo

tatio
n.

B
ib

lica o
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f b
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r m
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B
ib
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em
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A
frica, 

East 
A
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p
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m
erica, M

id
d

le East, N
o

rth A
m

erica, and
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ug
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o
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lica eng
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es p

eo
p
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w
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o

d
’s W

o
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ed
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ug

h a 
relatio
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 w

ith Jesus C
hrist.
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• 
In the second act, Jesus encounters m

ore conflict 
and opposition.

• 
In the third act, the disciples struggle m

ore to 
understand w

ho Jesus is.

E
ach act begins w

ith a reference to Jesus calling or 
com

m
issioning his disciples, and each one ends w

ith 
an episode that calls attention to the question of his 
identity. T

he episode at the end of the third act show
s 

Jesus healing a blind m
an in tw

o stages, so that he 
slow

ly com
es to see. T

his reflects the experience of the 
disciples, w

ho have only gradually com
e to recognize 

w
ho Jesus is. T

hen in the central episode of the w
hole 

story—
betw

een its tw
o halves—

Peter confesses that 
Jesus is the M

essiah, the one bringing G
od’s reign  

to earth.

N
ow

 the overt conflict begins. A
s the M

essiah, Jesus 
has com

e to introduce a radical new
 w

ay of life that w
ill 

undercut existing pow
er relationships. (A

nyone who wants 
to be first m

ust be the very last, and the servant of all.) T
his is 

threatening to those w
ho are currently in pow

er. A
s he and 

his disciples travel to Jerusalem
 for the Passover Festival, 

Jesus w
arns them

 three tim
es that he w

ill be betrayed and 
executed, but adds that in the ultim

ate trium
ph of G

od’s 
plan, he w

ill then rise from
 the dead. 

T
he second half of the dram

a depicts this outcom
e, and it 

too does so in three acts:

the person of Jesus is the m
ain focus of his gospel; he 

w
ants to tell us about Jesus and w

ho he is. 

T
hroughout his gospel M

ark identifies Jesus and gives us 
the evidence that w

e need to understand w
ho Jesus is. 

B
ut the m

essage of M
ark isn’t just about the identity of 

Jesus, but w
hy he cam

e to earth. Jesus him
self tells us several 

tim
es w

hy he has com
e (for exam

ple in M
ark 1:38 Jesus 

says that he has com
e to preach). T

hree tim
es w

e learn that 
Jesus m

ust suffer and die (in chapters 8 to 10). B
ut w

hy? 
M

ark then helps us to understand w
hat Jesus cam

e to do. 

W
hen Jesus first arrives in G

alilee proclaim
ing the m

essage 
of his kingdom

 he tells us w
hat the right response to this 

new
s is: “R

epent and believe.” (M
ark 1:15) Jesus m

akes it 
clear that the arrival of his kingdom

 dem
ands a response. 

It’s not possible to sit on the fence w
hen it com

es to the 
claim

s of Jesus. You can either accept him
 or reject him

. 
R

epent or don’t. B
elieve that he is the Son of G

od, G
od’s 

prom
ised K

ing, or don’t. O
ver the course of the w

hole 
book M

ark builds up a picture of w
hat it looks like to 

repent and follow
 Jesus. 

In M
ark the tension centers around the identity of Jesus. If w

e 
think of the book as a dram

a, w
e m

ay say that in its opening 
half, the tension is over the question: W

ho is this m
an? 

T
his tension builds over the course of three acts:

• 
In the first act, Jesus teaches and heals the crow

ds 
that sw

arm
 to him

.
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• 
In the first act (w

hich, significantly, also ends w
ith 

the healing of a blind m
an), Jesus and his disciples 

travel to Jerusalem
 .

• 
In the second act, Jesus teaches in the tem

ple and 
clashes w

ith the established leadership .

• 
In the final act, this leadership executes its plan and has 
Jesus arrested and crucified, seem

ingly “overturning” 
all he has done. B

ut then G
od “overturns” their deed 

and raises Jesus to life.

R
eaders of the story are thus called first to exam

ine the 
identity of Jesus – w

ho he is and w
hy he cam

e. T
hen, as 

they put their trust in him
, to be faithful to Jesus, even if 

this m
eans suffering the sam

e fate he did. T
his is how

 G
od 

w
ill continue to overturn the existing order and establish 

the w
ay of life that Jesus taught. Im

plicit in this is the 
prom

ise that G
od w

ill “overturn” the death of believers 
just as he did that of Jesus. T

hey too w
ill be vindicated and 

raised to new
 life.
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John the Baptist prepares the w
ay

1
T

he 
beginning 

of 
the 

good 
new

s 
about 

Jesus  
the M

essiah, the Son of G
od, 2 as it is w

ritten in Isaiah 
the prophet:

 
 ‘I w

ill send m
y m

essenger ahead of you,
 

 
w

ho w
ill prepare your w

ay’  – 
 

3 ‘a voice of one calling in the w
ilderness,

 
 “Prepare the w

ay for the Lord,
 

 
m

ake straight paths for him
.” ’ 

4 A
nd so John the B

aptist appeared in the w
ilderness, 

preaching a baptism
 of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 5 T
he w

hole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem

 w
ent out to him

. C
onfessing their sins, they w

ere 
baptised by him

 in the R
iver Jordan. 6 John w

ore clothing 
m

ade of cam
el’s hair, w

ith a leather belt round his w
aist, and 

he ate locusts and w
ild honey. 7 A

nd this w
as his m

essage: 
‘A

fter m
e com

es the one m
ore pow

erful than I, the straps 
of w

hose sandals I am
 not w

orthy to stoop dow
n and untie. 

8 I baptise you w
ith w

ater, but he w
ill baptise you w

ith the 
H

oly Spirit.’
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The baptism
 and testing of Jesus

9 A
t that tim

e Jesus cam
e from

 N
azareth in G

alilee and w
as 

baptised by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus w
as com

ing 
up out of the w

ater, he saw
 heaven being torn open and the 

Spirit descending on him
 like a dove. 11 A

nd a voice cam
e 

from
 heaven: ‘You are m

y Son, w
hom

 I love; w
ith you I am

 
w

ell pleased.’
12 A

t once the Spirit sent him
 out into the w

ilderness, 13 and 
he w

as in the w
ilderness for forty days, being tem

pted by 
Satan. H

e w
as w

ith the w
ild anim

als, and angels attended him
.

Jesus announces the good new
s

14 A
fter John w

as put in prison, Jesus w
ent into G

alilee, 
proclaim

ing the good new
s of G

od. 15 ‘T
he tim

e has com
e,’ 

he said. ‘T
he kingdom

 of G
od has com

e near. R
epent and 

believe the good new
s!’

Jesus calls his first disciples
16 A

s Jesus w
alked beside the Sea of G

alilee, he saw
 Sim

on 
and his brother A

ndrew
 casting a net into the lake, for they 

w
ere fisherm

en. 17 ‘C
om

e, follow
 m

e,’ Jesus said, ‘and I w
ill 

send you out to fish for people.’ 18 A
t once they left their nets 

and follow
ed him

.
19 W

hen he had gone a little farther, he saw
 Jam

es son of 
Z

ebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 
20 W

ithout delay he called them
, and they left their father 

Z
ebedee in the boat w

ith the hired m
en and follow

ed him
.
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W
EEK 22

 A
cts 17

 A
cts 18

 A
cts 19

 A
cts 20

 A
cts 21

W
EEK 23

 A
cts 22

 A
cts 23

 A
cts 24

 A
cts 25

 A
cts 26

W
EEK 24

 A
cts 27

 A
cts 28

 Ro
m

ans 1

 Ro
m

ans 2

 Ro
m

ans 3

W
EEK 25

 Ro
m

ans 4

 Ro
m

ans 5

 Ro
m

ans 6

 Ro
m

ans 7

 Ro
m

ans 8

W
EEK 26

 Ro
m

ans 9

 Ro
m

ans 10

 Ro
m

ans 11

 Ro
m

ans 12

 Ro
m

ans 13

W
EEK 1

 M
atthew

 1

 M
atthew

 2

 M
atthew

 3

 M
atthew

 4

 M
atthew

 5

W
EEK 2

 M
atthew

 6

 M
atthew

 7

 M
atthew

 8

 M
atthew

 9

 M
atthew

 10

W
EEK 3

 M
atthew

 11

 M
atthew

 12

 M
atthew

 13

 M
atthew

 14

 M
atthew

 15

W
EEK 4

 M
atthew

 16

 M
atthew

 17

 M
atthew

 18

 M
atthew

 19

 M
atthew

 20

W
EEK 17

 Jo
hn 13

 Jo
hn 14

 Jo
hn 15

 Jo
hn 16

 Jo
hn 17

W
EEK 18

 Jo
hn 18

 Jo
hn 19

 Jo
hn 20

 Jo
hn 21

 A
cts 1

W
EEK 19

 A
cts 2

 A
cts 3

 A
cts 4

 A
cts 5

 A
cts 6

W
EEK 20

 A
cts 7

 A
cts 8

 A
cts 9

 A
cts 10

 A
cts 11

W
EEK 21

 A
cts 12

 A
cts 13

 A
cts 14

 A
cts 15

 A
cts 16

W
EEK 9

 M
ark 13

 M
ark 14

 M
ark 15

 M
ark 16

 Luke 1

W
EEK 10

 Luke 2

 Luke 3

 Luke 4

 Luke 5

 Luke 6

W
EEK 11

 Luke 7

 Luke 8

 Luke 9

 Luke 10

 Luke 11

W
EEK 12

 Luke 12

 Luke 13

 Luke 14

 Luke 15

 Luke 16

W
EEK 27

 Ro
m

ans 14

 Ro
m

ans 15

 Ro
m

ans 16

 1 C
o

rinthians 1

 1 C
o

rinthians 2

W
EEK 28

 1 C
o

rinthians 3

 1 C
o

rinthians 4

 1 C
o

rinthians 5

 1 C
o

rinthians 6

 1 C
o

rinthians 7

W
EEK 29

 1 C
o

rinthians 8

 1 C
o

rinthians 9

 1 C
o

rinthians 10

 1 C
o

rinthians 11

 1 C
o

rinthians 12

W
EEK 30

 1 C
o

rinthians 13

 1 C
o

rinthians 14

 1 C
o

rinthians 15

 1 C
o

rinthians 16

 2 C
o

rinthians 1

W
EEK 31

 2 C
o

rinthians 2

 2 C
o

rinthians 3

 2 C
o

rinthians 4

 2 C
o

rinthians 5

 2 C
o

rinthians 6

W
EEK 5

 M
atthew

 21

 M
atthew

 22

 M
atthew

 23

 M
atthew

 24

 M
atthew

 25

W
EEK 6

 M
atthew

 26

 M
atthew

 27

 M
atthew

 28

 M
ark 1

 M
ark 2

W
EEK 7

 M
ark 3

 M
ark 4

 M
ark 5

 M
ark 6

 M
ark 7

W
EEK 8

 M
ark 8

 M
ark 9

 M
ark 10

 M
ark 11

 M
ark 12

W
EEK 13

 Luke 17

 Luke 18

 Luke 19

 Luke 20

 Luke 21

W
EEK 14

 Luke 22

 Luke 23

 Luke 24

 Jo
hn 1

 Jo
hn 2

W
EEK 15

 Jo
hn 3

 Jo
hn 4

 Jo
hn 5

 Jo
hn 6

 Jo
hn 7

W
EEK 16

 Jo
hn 8

 Jo
hn 9

 Jo
hn 10

 Jo
hn 11

 Jo
hn 12

W
EEK 32

 2 C
o

rinthians 7

 2 C
o

rinthians 8

 2 C
o

rinthians 9

 2 C
o

rinthians 10

 2 C
o

rinthians 11

W
EEK 33

 2 C
o

rinthians 12

 2 C
o

rinthians 13

 G
alatians 1

 G
alatians 2

 G
alatians 3

W
EEK 34

 G
alatians 4

 G
alatians 5

 G
alatians 6

 Ep
hesians 1

 Ep
hesians 2

W
EEK 35

 Ep
hesians 3

 Ep
hesians 4

 Ep
hesians 5

 Ep
hesians 6

 Philip
p

ians 1

W
EEK 36

 Philip
p

ians 2

 Philip
p

ians 3

 Philip
p

ians 4

 C
o

lo
ssians 1

 C
o

lo
ssians 2

R
EA

D
IN

G
 PLA

N

Read the N
ew Testament in a year
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WEEK 49
 Revelation 3

 Revelation 4

 Revelation 5

 Revelation 6

 Revelation 7

WEEK 50
 Revelation 8

 Revelation 9

 Revelation 10

 Revelation 11

 Revelation 12

WEEK 51
 Revelation 13

 Revelation 14

 Revelation 15

 Revelation 16

 Revelation 17

WEEK 52
 Revelation 18

 Revelation 19

 Revelation 20

 Revelation 21

 Revelation 22

WEEK 45
 James 4

 James 5

 1 Peter 1

 1 Peter 2

 1 Peter 3

WEEK 46
 1 Peter 4

 1 Peter 5

 2 Peter 1

 2 Peter 2

 2 Peter 3

WEEK 47
 1 John 1

 1 John 2

 1 John 3

 1 John 4

 1 John 5

WEEK 48
 2 John

 3 John

 Jude

 Revelation 1

 Revelation 2

WEEK 41
 Titus 1

 Titus 2

 Titus 3

 Philemon

 Hebrews 1

WEEK 42
 Hebrews 2

 Hebrews 3

 Hebrews 4

 Hebrews 5

 Hebrews 6

WEEK 43
 Hebrews 7

 Hebrews 8

 Hebrews 9

 Hebrews 10

 Hebrews 11

WEEK 44
 Hebrews 12

 Hebrews 13

 James 1

 James 2

 James 3

WEEK 37
 Colossians 3

 Colossians 4

 1 Thess. 1

 1 Thess. 2

 1 Thess. 3

WEEK 38
 1 Thess. 4

 1 Thess. 5

 2 Thess. 1

 2 Thess. 2

 2 Thess. 3

WEEK 39
 1 Timothy 1

 1 Timothy 2

 1 Timothy 3

 1 Timothy 4

 1 Timothy 5

WEEK 40
 1 Timothy 6

 2 Timothy 1

 2 Timothy 2

 2 Timothy 3

 2 Timothy 4

Read the New Testament in a year


