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Introduction

1 Many have un der tak en to draw up an ac count of the  things that
have been ful filled a  among us, 2 just as they were hand ed down to 

us by  those who from the  first were eye  wit ness es and ser vants of the 
word. 3 With this in mind,  since I my self have care ful ly in ves ti gat ed  
ev ery thing from the be gin ning, I too de cid ed to  write an or der ly  
ac count for you, most ex cel lent The oph i lus, 4 so that you may know the 
cer tain ty of the  things you have been taught.

The birth of John the Baptist foretold
5 In the time of Her od king of Ju dea  there was a  priest  named  

Zech a ri ah, who be longed to the priest ly di vi sion of Abi jah; his wife  
Eliz a beth was also a de scen dant of Aar on. 6 Both of them were righ teous 
in the  sight of God, ob serv ing all the  Lord’s com mands and de crees 
blame less ly. 7 But they were child less be cause Eliz a beth was not able to 
con ceive, and they were both very old.

8 Once when Zech a ri ah’s di vi sion was on duty and he was serv ing as 
 priest be fore God, 9 he was cho sen by lot, ac cord ing to the cus tom of 
the priest hood, to go into the tem ple of the Lord and burn in cense. 
10 And when the time for the burn ing of in cense came, all the as sem bled  
wor ship pers were pray ing out side.

11 Then an an gel of the Lord ap peared to him, stand ing at the  right 
side of the al tar of in cense. 12 When Zech a ri ah saw him, he was star tled 
and was  gripped with fear. 13 But the an gel said to him: ‘Do not be  afraid, 
Zech a ri ah; your  prayer has been  heard. Your wife Eliz a beth will bear you 
a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and de light to you, 
and many will re joice be cause of his  birth, 15 for he will be  great in the 
 sight of the Lord. He is nev er to take wine or oth er fer ment ed  drink, 
and he will be  filled with the Holy Spir it even be fore he is born. 16 He 
will  bring back many of the peo ple of Is ra el to the Lord  their God. 17 And 
he will go on be fore the Lord, in the spir it and pow er of Eli jah, to turn 

l u k e
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L u k e  1 : 1 8 4

the  hearts of the par ents to  their chil dren and the dis obe di ent to the  
wis dom of the righ teous – to make  ready a peo ple pre pared for the Lord.’

18 Zech a ri ah  asked the an gel, ‘How can I be sure of this? I am an old 
man and my wife is well  on in years.’

19 The an gel said to him, ‘I am Ga bri el. I  stand in the pres ence of God, 
and I have been sent to  speak to you and to tell you this good news. 
20 And now you will be si lent and not able to  speak un til the day this 
hap pens, be cause you did not be lieve my  words,  which will come true 
at  their ap point ed time.’

21 Mean while, the peo ple were wait ing for Zech a ri ah and won der ing 
why he  stayed so long in the tem ple. 22 When he came out, he  could not 
 speak to them. They re al ised he had seen a vi sion in the tem ple, for he 
kept mak ing  signs to them but re mained un able to speak.

23 When his time of ser vice was com plet ed, he re turned home. 24 Af er 
this his wife Eliz a beth be came preg nant and for five  months re mained 
in se clu sion. 25 ‘The Lord has done this for me,’ she said. ‘In  these days 
he has  shown his fa vour and tak en away my dis grace  among the peo ple.’

The birth of Jesus foretold
26 In the  sixth  month of Eliz a beth’s preg nan cy, God sent the an gel  

Ga bri el to Naz a reth, a town in Gal i lee, 27 to a vir gin  pledged to be mar-
ried to a man  named Jo seph, a de scen dant of Da vid. The vir gin’s name 
was Mary. 28 The an gel went to her and said, ‘Greet ings, you who are 
high ly fa voured! The Lord is with you.’

29 Mary was great ly trou bled at his  words and won dered what kind of 
 greet ing this  might be. 30 But the an gel said to her, ‘Do not be  afraid, 
Mary, you have  found fa vour with God. 31 You will con ceive and give  birth 
to a son, and you are to call him  Jesus. 32 He will be  great and will be 
 called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the  throne 
of his fa ther Da vid, 33 and he will  reign over Ja cob’s de scen dants for  ev er; 
his king dom will nev er end.’

34 ‘How will this be,’ Mary  asked the  an gel, ‘since I am a vir gin?’
35 The an gel an swered, ‘The Holy Spir it will come on you, and the 

pow er of the Most High will over shad ow you. So the holy one to be born 
will be  called b the Son of God. 36 Even Eliz a beth your rel a tive is go ing to 
have a  child in her old age, and she who was said to be un able to con-
ceive is in her  sixth  month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.’

38 ‘I am the  Lord’s ser vant,’ Mary an swered. ‘May your word to me be 
ful filled.’ Then the an gel lef her.

b 35 Or So the child to be born will be called holy,
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L u k e  1 : 5 8 5

Mary visits Elizabeth
39 At that time Mary got  ready and hur ried to a town in the hill coun try 

of Ju dea, 40 where she en tered Zech a ri ah’s home and greet ed Eliz a beth. 
41 When Eliz a beth  heard  Mary’s greet ing, the baby  leaped in her womb, 
and Eliz a beth was  filled with the Holy Spir it. 42 In a loud  voice she ex-
claimed: ‘Blessed are you  among wom en, and  blessed is the  child you 
will bear! 43 But why am I so fa voured, that the moth er of my Lord  should 
come to me? 44 As soon as the  sound of your greet ing  reached my ears, 
the baby in my womb  leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has be lieved 
that the Lord  would ful fil his prom is es to her!’

Mary’s song
46 And Mary said:

  ‘My soul glorifies the Lord
 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
 48 for he has been mindful

 of the humble state of his servant.
  From now on all generations will call me blessed,
 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me – 

 holy is his name.
 50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,

 from generation to generation.
 51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;

 he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
 52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones

 but has lifed up the humble.
 53 He has filled the hungry with good things

 but has sent the rich away empty.
 54 He has helped his servant Israel,

 remembering to be merciful
 55 to Abraham and his descendants for ever,

 just as he promised our ancestors.’

56 Mary  stayed with Eliz a beth for  about  three  months and then  
re turned home.

The birth of John the Baptist
57 When it was time for Eliz a beth to have her baby, she gave  birth to a 

son. 58 Her neigh bours and rel a tives  heard that the Lord had  shown her 
 great mer cy, and they  shared her joy.
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L u k e  1 : 5 9 6

59 On the  eighth day they came to cir cum cise the  child, and they were 
go ing to name him af er his fa ther Zech a ri ah, 60 but his moth er  spoke 
up and said, ‘No! He is to be  called John.’

61 They said to her, ‘There is no one  among your rel a tives who has that 
name.’

62 Then they made  signs to his fa ther, to find out what he  would like 
to name the  child. 63 He  asked for a writ ing tab let, and to ev ery one’s  
as ton ish ment he  wrote, ‘His name is John.’ 64 Im me di ately his  mouth 
was  opened and his  tongue set free, and he be gan to  speak, prais ing 
God. 65 All the neigh bours were  filled with awe, and through out the hill 
coun try of Ju dea peo ple were talk ing  about all  these  things. 66 Ev ery one 
who  heard this won dered  about it, ask ing, ‘What then is this  child go ing 
to be?’ For the  Lord’s hand was with him.

Zechariah’s song
67 His fa ther Zech a ri ah was  filled with the Holy Spir it and proph e sied:

 68 ‘Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
 because he has come to his people and redeemed them.

 69 He has raised up a horn c of salvation for us
 in the house of his servant David

 70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
 71 salvation from our enemies

 and from the hand of all who hate us – 
 72 to show mercy to our ancestors

 and to remember his holy covenant,
 73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
 74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,

 and to enable us to serve him without fear
 75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

 76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
 for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,

 77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation
 through the forgiveness of their sins,

 78 because of the tender mercy of our God,
 by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven

 79 to shine on those living in darkness

c 69 Horn here symbolises a strong king.
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 and in the shadow of death,
 to guide our feet into the path of peace.’

80 And the  child grew and be came  strong in spir it d; and he  lived in the 
wil der ness un til he ap peared pub lic ly to Is ra el.

The birth of Jesus

2 In  those days Cae sar Au gus tus is sued a de cree that a cen sus  should 
be tak en of the en tire Ro man  world. 2 (This was the  first cen sus that 

took  place  while a Qui rin i us was gov er nor of Syr ia.) 3 And ev ery one went 
to  their own town to reg is ter.

4 So Jo seph also went up from the town of Naz a reth in Gal i lee to  
Ju dea, to Beth le hem the town of Da vid, be cause he be longed to the 
 house and line of Da vid. 5 He went  there to reg is ter with Mary, who was 
 pledged to be mar ried to him and was ex pect ing a  child. 6 While they 
were  there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave  birth 
to her first born, a son. She  wrapped him in  cloths and  placed him in a 
man ger, be cause  there was no  guest room avail able for them.

8 And  there were shep herds liv ing out in the  fields near  by, keep ing 
 watch over  their  flocks at  night. 9 An an gel of the Lord ap peared to them, 
and the glo ry of the Lord  shone  around them, and they were ter ri fied. 
10 But the an gel said to them, ‘Do not be  afraid. I  bring you good news 
that will cause  great joy for all the peo ple. 11 To day in the town of Da vid 
a Sav iour has been born to you; he is the Mes si ah, the Lord. 12 This will 
be a sign to you: you will find a baby  wrapped in  cloths and ly ing in a 
man ger.’

13 Sud den ly a  great com pa ny of the heav en ly host ap peared with the 
an gel, prais ing God and say ing,

 14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
 and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.’

15 When the an gels had lef them and gone into heav en, the shep-
herds said to one an oth er, ‘Let’s go to Beth le hem and see this  thing that 
has hap pened,  which the Lord has told us about.’

16 So they hur ried off and  found Mary and Jo seph, and the baby, who 
was ly ing in the man ger. 17 When they had seen him, they  spread the 
word con cern ing what had been told them  about this  child, 18 and all 

d 80 Or in the Spirit
a 2 Or This census took place before
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