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CHAPTER 1

The Power of 
Bible Words

In 1924 A
dolf H

itler started w
riting his book M

ein 

Kam
pf, w

hich m
eans ‘M

y Struggle’. Som
e people 

ignored the book and som
e laughed at it, but for 

every w
ord in M

ein Kam
pf, 125 people died in W

orld 

W
ar II. N

ever underestim
ate the pow

er of w
ords. 

A
 judge speaks, and a m

an is condem
ned or set 

free. A
 physician speaks, and a person has surgery 

or he goes hom
e from

 the hospital. A
 governm

ent 

official speaks, and m
illions of dollars can be spent 

of w
ithheld.

In our ow
n personal lives w

e know
 the pow

er of 

w
ords - w

ords that can bless us and w
ords that can 

cut us and hurt us. N
ever underestim

ate the pow
er 

of w
ords. It is very im

portant for us as C
hristians 

to know
 the m

eaning of B
ible w

ords. W
e need to 

understand these w
ords and how

 they apply to our 
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God’s Word is Light 
P

erhaps the best w
ay to approach this w

ould 

be to introduce som
e of the pictures of the W

ord 

of G
od found in the W

ord of G
od. W

hen w
e 

understand w
hat G

od com
pares H

is W
ord to, then 

w
e’ll know

 how
 im

portant it is for us to know
 the 

m
eaning of B

ible w
ords and how

 they apply to 

our lives.

Let’s begin w
ith a very fam

iliar picture of the 

W
ord of G

od – G
od’s w

ord is light. ‘Your w
ord 

is a lam
p to m

y feet and a light to m
y path.’ (Ps. 

119:105). W
hat does a light do? A

 light enables us 

to see. W
hen w

e understand these key w
ords in the 

B
ible, they are like lam

ps that guide us throughout 

all Scripture and throughout the C
hristian life.

G
od has revealed truth to us in w

ords. ‘W
e have 

not received the spirit of the w
orld but the Spirit w

ho 

is from
 G

od, that w
e m

ay understand w
hat G

od has 

freely given us. This is w
hat w

e speak, not in w
ords 

taught us by hum
an w

isdom
 but in w

ords taught 

by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual 

w
ords’ (2 C

or. 2:12–13). In other w
ords, G

od has 

revealed these things to us in w
ords.

R
evelation is sim

ply G
od’s w

ork in com
m

unicating 

truth to us, truth that w
e could not discover any 

lives. 
W

ords 
such 

as 
justification, 

sanctification, 

propitiation im
putation and m

ediation - these w
ords 

m
ake up the technical vocabulary of the C

hristian life 

and are very im
portant.

O
ur younger son is an electronics engineer. H

e 

designs those little chips that run the com
puters. 

A
nd he had to learn a very special vocabulary to 

do his job. M
y tw

o older brothers w
ere involved 

in m
echanics, and they could run m

achines and fix 

things. They also had to learn a special vocabulary 

in order to do their job. I’m
 a pastor, a B

ible teacher. 

I had to learn a special vocabulary to be able to 

handle the W
ord of G

od.

Som
e C

hristians say, ‘D
on’t bother m

e w
ith 

doctrine; 
just 

give 
m

e 
the 

beautiful 
devotional 

thoughts of the B
ible.’ B

ut if the devotion is not 

based upon correct doctrine, it is shallow
, and it 

is not going to accom
plish anything. It is m

erely 

shallow
 sentim

ent. In this first chapter I w
ould like 

to explain w
hy it is im

portant for us to understand 

these key w
ords of the C

hristian life.

The reason is very sim
ple: w

hen you understand 

these w
ords, you are able to live w

hat they teach. 

W
hen w

e understand these key w
ords of the C

hristian 

life, then w
e know

 w
hat a C

hristian is, w
hat G

od has 

done for us, and w
hat G

od w
ants to do for us.



LITTLE B
O

O
K O

F B
IG

 W
O

R
D

S

4

TH
E PO

W
ER

 O
F B

IB
LE W

O
R

D
S

5

revelation of G
od in the H

oly Scriptures, and G
od 

has revealed him
self through w

ords.

In chapter 2 of 2 Peter w
e have a w

arning 

about false prophets and false teachers, and verse 

3 m
akes an interesting statem

ent: ‘In their greed 

these teachers w
ill exploit you w

ith stories they 

have 
m

ade 
up.’ 

Those 
w

ords 
‘m

ade 
up’ 

m
ean 

pretending, counterfeit. The G
reek w

ord gives us 

our English w
ord ‘plastic’. Peter w

arned us about 

‘plastic w
ords’. W

hat are plastic w
ords? W

ords that 

you can tw
ist around to m

ean anything. Those w
ho 

are false prophets and false teachers like to use 

our C
hristian vocabulary, but they do not use our 

C
hristian dictionary. They w

ill talk about salvation, 

being born again, being justified and use the w
ords 

that w
e use, but they don’t use the sam

e m
eaning. 

They tw
ist w

ords around to m
ean w

hat they w
ant 

them
 to m

ean in order to m
ake m

erchandise out of 

you. You m
ust be very, very careful of these religious 

counterfeits w
ho are out to get som

ething out of you 

instead of put som
ething into you from

 the Lord. A
nd 

they do it w
ith plastic w

ords.

G
od’s w

ord is light; it enables us to see. If you 

w
ant to know

 w
hat’s really going on in your life, in 

your w
orld, then you’d better study the w

ords in 

your B
ible.

other w
ay. Som

etim
es G

od revealed H
is truth in 

dream
s or in visions; som

etim
es people heard a 

voice; som
etim

es they saw
 G

od in action. W
e today 

have G
od’s W

ord, and w
e have G

od’s w
ords in the 

B
ible. G

od has revealed H
is truth to us ‘that w

e m
ay 

understand w
hat G

od has freely given us’.

These w
ords in the B

ible are inspired w
ords. 

R
evelation is G

od’s w
ork in com

m
unicating truth 

to m
an, truth that m

an could never discover by 

him
self. Inspiration is the supernatural w

ork of the 

H
oly Spirit in the lives of the w

riters of the B
ible, 

enabling them
 to produce a trustw

orthy, w
ritten 

revelation. ‘A
ll Scripture is G

od-breathed and is 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness so that the m
an of G

od m
ay be 

thoroughly equipped for every good w
ork’ (2 Tim

. 

3:16–17). Inspiration m
eans that the H

oly Spirit of 

G
od so w

orked upon the w
riters of the Scriptures 

that they w
rote a trustw

orthy revelation from
 G

od.

2 
Peter 

1:20–21 
adds 

som
ething 

to 
this: 

‘A
bove all, you m

ust understand that no prophecy 

of 
Scripture 

cam
e 

about 
by 

the 
prophet’s 

ow
n 

interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in 

the w
ill of m

an, but m
en spoke from

 G
od as they 

w
ere carried along by the H

oly Spirit.’ The H
oly Spirit 

of G
od has given to us a dependable, trustw

orthy 
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w
ords cam

e, I ate them
.’ Job said, ‘I have treasured 

the w
ords of his m

outh m
ore than m

y daily bread’. 

In H
ebrew

s 5:11–14 w
e are told that G

od’s W
ord is 

m
ilk and m

eat. A
nd so w

e need G
od’s W

ord as a light 

to guide us and as food to nourish us.

God’s Word is a Tool
Third, G

od’s W
ord is a tool for building. ‘“Is not 

m
y w

ord like fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a 

ham
m

er that breaks a rock in pieces?”’ Som
etim

es 

G
od’s W

ord has to break dow
n before it can build 

up. Som
etim

es G
od’s W

ord has to burn before it 

can w
arm

. B
ut G

od’s W
ord is like a ham

m
er – it is 

a tool for breaking dow
n the old life and building up 

the new
 life. It enables us to build the C

hurch. Paul 

said, ‘N
ow

 I com
m

it you to G
od and to the w

ord of 

his grace, w
hich can build you up and give you an 

inheritance am
ong all those w

ho are sanctified’ (A
cts 

20:32). If you w
ant to build your life, you m

ust use 

tools, and the greatest tool of all is the W
ord of G

od. 

The better you understand the m
eaning of key B

ible 

w
ords, the m

ore tools you’ll have in your ‘spiritual 

w
orkshop’ for getting the job done in building your 

ow
n C

hristian life and helping to build the C
hurch.

C
hurch history proves that w

hen the W
ord of 

G
od w

as given its free course, w
hen there w

as 

God’s Word is Food 
Second, G

od’s W
ord is not only light, but G

od’s 

W
ord is food. ‘M

an does not live on bread alone, but 

on every w
ord that com

es from
 the m

outh of G
od’ 

(M
t. 4:4). Food enables us to grow

. A
s you grow

 in 

your know
ledge of the W

ord of G
od, you can grow

 in 

your C
hristian life. ‘B

ut grow
 in grace and know

ledge 

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus C
hrist’ (2 Pet. 3:18).

It is possible to grow
 in know

ledge and not grow
 

in grace. I have m
et people w

ho have a great deal 

of B
ible know

ledge, but nobody can get along w
ith 

them
. They run from

 church to church, creating 

problem
s and trying to be im

portant. It is possible to 

grow
 in know

ledge but not grow
 in grace. H

ow
ever, 

w
hen w

e are grow
ing in know

ledge, taught by the 

H
oly Spirit, then w

e have to grow
 in grace. The sam

e 

H
oly Spirit w

ho w
rote the W

ord of G
od w

rites the 

W
ord of G

od in our hearts and enables us to reveal 

the fruit of the Spirit.

It is so im
portant for us to grow

 by feeding on the 

W
ord of G

od. W
hen you understand B

ible doctrine 

– w
hat it m

eans to be justified, w
hat it m

eans to be 

sanctified, w
hat propitiation m

eans – appropriate it 

into your ow
n life, then you grow

 and m
ature in your 

C
hristian life. W

e read in Jerem
iah 15:16 ‘W

hen your 
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be able to reach into your arm
oury of w

eapons and 

fight the D
evil.

If a doctor or a law
yer or an engineer has to learn 

a technical vocabulary to do his job, how
 m

uch m
ore 

im
portant it is for us w

ho have eternity in view
! H

ow
 

m
uch m

ore im
portant it is for us w

ho are trying to 

w
in lost souls to know

 these B
ible w

ords and use 

them
 the w

ay G
od w

ants us to to use them
.

M
y prayer is that this series of B

ible w
ords w

ill 

give all of us m
ore light. I trust w

e w
ill grow

 as w
e 

receive the spiritual food and that w
e w

ill lay hold of 

the tools and the w
eapons for building and batting. It 

is m
y heart’s desire that you and I shall grow

 in our 

spiritual intelligence as w
e understand the m

eaning 

of B
ible w

ords.

faithful preaching and teaching of the W
ord of G

od, 

the 
C

hurch 
grew

 
w

ith 
a 

strong 
m

issionary 
and 

evangelistic outreach.

The W
ord of G

od is light, it enables us to see. The 

W
ord of G

od is food, it enables us to grow
. The W

ord 

of G
od is a tool, it enables us to build.

God’s Word is a Weapon
The W

ord of G
od is also a w

eapon, it enables us to 

fight. H
ebrew

s 4:12 tells us that the W
ord of G

od is 

‘living and and active. Sharper than any double-edged 

sw
ord’. Ephesians 6:17 rem

inds us that the W
ord 

of G
od is the sw

ord of the Spirit: ‘Take…
the sw

ord 

of the Spirit, w
hich is the w

ord of G
od’. You have 

discovered that the C
hristian life is not a playground, 

it is a battleground. There are false prophets and false 

teachers around us. There are false religions that are 

trying to m
ake m

erchandise out of you. Satan is out 

to get you. The w
orld is out to get you. Satan is a liar, 

but G
od is the O

ne w
ho gives us truth.

It is im
portant that you and I understand the w

ords 

in the W
ord of G

od as w
eapons to fight battles. 

W
hen Satan com

es w
ith one of his lies and tries to 

tell you that you have lost your salvation, you w
ill be 

able to refute him
. W

hen you are going through a 

period of despondency and discouragem
ent, you w

ill 


