


Whenever I hear a rendition of 

‘O holy night’
it gives me a tingle 
down the spine. It really 
doesn’t matter who sings 
it:  Mariah Carey, Celine 
Dion, or Luciano Pavarotti 
– it’s an iconic Christmas
carol, with a great tune
and great words. But what
was so ‘holy’ about that
first Christmas night?

It was a holy night because it was the 
night that heaven came to earth.

The God who made everything entered 
our world as a tiny baby.

Christmas is about the Creator of all things 
coming into the world He had made. God 
was big enough to become small. The 
world that had been made perfectly, was 
spoilt as we rejected God and turned our 
back on Him. But despite all that has gone 
on in our world, God did not wash His 
hands of us. As a famous carol says:

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

Heaven came to earth.

It was a holy night because God was 
making a way from earth to heaven.

When Jesus was born the world was 
just like it is today. There was pain 
and sadness. There was violence, 
unfaithfulness, relationship breakdown 
and selfishness. The world was broken. 
From almost the beginning of time 
people have turned their backs on God, 
living as if He is dead or does not exist. 
The Bible calls this sin, and it cuts us 
off from God. It breaks our relationship 
with Him, keeps us out of heaven and 
condemns us to hell.

But Jesus, whose name means Saviour, 
came to save us from that. He loves us 
enough to have come to earth to rescue 
us. He is God, entering our world so 
that He might bring us back into a right 
relationship with Himself.

It was a holy night because the 
wooden crib where 
Jesus slept was but a 
step to the wooden cross 
where Jesus suffered.  

He was born to die. 
Jesus lived a pure and 
perfect life.  But as He died on the cross 
He took on Himself our wrong, taking 
the sentence we deserve. That’s how 
much He loves us. He put on Himself 
everything that spoilt His world.

It was a holy night because angels 
came with a message from God:

“I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which will be to all people. For there 
is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

Luke 2:10-11

Did they know that one day that 
baby would grow to teach, to heal, 
to be the example for all to follow 
but to be crucified, buried and then 
three days later rise from the dead? 
It was the only way He could be the 
Saviour of the world.

The holy night of the first Christmas can 
become for us the beginning of a new 
life. If we are willing to turn from all that 
is wrong in our life, and thank Jesus for 
coming to earth for us, then ask the 
risen, living Jesus to become your Lord 
and Saviour as you start to follow Him.

It is the moment we 
were born for, when 
we enter a relationship 
with God that 
will last forever.

It was a holy night because
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