:Contentment seems jUSt out of feach
- and success isn’ t enough to satlsfy

' Instead of en Joylng a relatlonshlp Wlth
 the God who gave us our lives, talents

‘and fr’endSh'Ds, we look elsewhere in. b
our search for worth and purpose.We

end up trying to outdo others, longing
~ to be recognised and admired for our
~achievements while ignoring the God
‘who made us and loves us.

The Bible calls this sin, and not only does
it leave us searching and unsatisfied,

but worse, it deStroys our relationship -
with God. When we rejecthimand

place ourselves at the centre of our
lives, the result is separation from
God for eternity.

Liddell knew this and he found great
joy in telling others about his Saviour
Jesus Christ who can deal with our
separation from God.

~ Jesus died on th’e‘cross't'o takeon
hlmselfthe pumshment for sin. Ifwe o fk .
, admlt our wrongdomg and turn from
 our self»centred Ilves to Jesus trustmg
~ him mstead then we can recewe ‘

" _forgweness and new Ilfe 4

fWe don’t have to sort out our:‘pwn sin

~and achieve for ourselves this new start,
because God loves us and sent Jesus to
die for all the wrong we've done.

Having died on the cross to pay the price
for our rejection of God, Jesus rose to

~I1fe agam

IF WE TRUST IN JESUS WE WILL
HAVE ETERNAL LIFE WITH HIM. WE

- NO LONGER HAVE TO STRIVE TO
BE GOOD ENOUGH, SUCCESSFUL
ENOUGH OR MORAL ENOUGH. WE

CAN LAY THIS BURDEN DOWN.

Liddell had contentment and péaCe
because he knew God accepted him.
God welcomes anyone who receives
Jesus as their Saviour and puts him in
first place in their life.

~ Turning away from our sin and turning

to Jesus means we are freed from having

o prove our worth, from searching for
purpose and from justifying our existence. -

Instead, we can live our lives like Eric Liddell,

enjoying the life, talents and relationships
- God has given us rather than seeking

satisfaction through what we achieve.
As Eric Liddell put it:

“Many of us are missing something in
life because we are after the second
best. I put before you what | have
found to be best — one who is worthy
of all our devotion — Jesus Christ.”

1. All quotes from Chariots of fire (dir. Hugh Hudson, 1981) unless otherwise marked.
Although based on the true story, the character’s words were written for the film.

2. Widely attributed to Eric Liddell, see John W. Keddie, Running the Race: Eric Liddell
Olympic Champion and Missionary (Evangelical Press, 2007), 157.

Image Credits: Background image, Stadede Colombes Marathon 1924, BNF-Gallica, auteur
inconnu (photographie de presse / Agence Rol), CC BY-SA 4.0
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In contrast, Abrahams is depicted as
lost, lonely and insecure in Chariots of
Fire, despite being a world-class athlete

wtet e 8,

competing in his second Olympic Games.
At one point, Abrahams says:

“Contentment. | am 24 and I've
Liddell loved to run but it didnt define

him. He knew that, win or lose, ultimately

never known it. I'm forever in
A ft PP W e pursuit, and | don't even know
Six men lined up for the 100 metres final his worth wasn't dependent on his

at the 1924 Paris Olympic Games. Harold performance on the track. He believed s
Abrahams of Great Britain was convinced his sporting ability was a gift from God It's not just top athletes who are in
that winning gold would be t‘he'd%fining \ , , that brought him great joy, rather than danger of seeking meaning in their
moment of his life. © i ~ i : w. . - : » : - something that defined his life. skills and achievements. We are all
“JEN SECONDS TO PROVE prone to falling |th0 the tra.p o.f thlr'mkmg
HIS PURPOSE IN LIFE. j’tha(t our agcomp!lshments in ,h‘fe“{'“,
L : somehow prove our worth, but this
* IEN SECQNDS TO .

= PROVE HIS WORTH.

TEN SEQONDS-TO JUSTIFY &
HIS WHOLE EXISTENCE.




